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ANDERSON, Ma vox. 


Tueſday the 8th Day of May, 1798, and in the Thirty-Eighth Year of 


the Reign of George the Third, King of Great-Britain, Ec. 


IT IS ORDERED, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend JOHN HUTCHINS, M. A. Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the LoxD-Ma von, for his excellent Sermon preached before his Loxpsare, 
the JuDGes, ALDERMEN, SERJEANTS AT Law, SHERIFFS, and City 
Orrictrs, at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on the Twenty-Ninth of 
April laſt, being the Firſt Sunday in Eaſter Term; and that he be defired to 
print the ſame, and cauſe a Copy thereof to be ſent to the Lonxp-Mavon, 
| Jupcrs, ALDERMEN, SERJEANTS AT Law, and City Ory1cexs. 


R I X. 


ANDERSON, Mavon. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of * Guildhall Me the City 17 | 


London, E 1798, 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend JOHN HUTCHINS, M. A. Chaplain to the Right Honourable 


the Loxp- Mayor, for his very excellent Sermon preached before his 


LoRpSH1P, the JUDGES, ALDERMEN, SERJEANTS AT LAW, SHERIFFS, 
and City OFriCERs, at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on the Twenty- 


Ninth of April, being the Firfl Sunday i in Eafter Term, and that he be re- 


queſted to print the ſame, and cauſe a Copy thereof to be ſent to every 
McmBeR of this Court. 


RIX. 
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'TO THE 


Right © ary Sir J. W. ANDERSON, Bar. 


LORD MAYOR, 


THE 


WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, 


SHERIFFS, 


AND THE 


COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONDON, 


THIS 


SERMO N. 
Cathedral Church f St. Paul, 
ON SUNDAY THE TWENTY-NINTH OF APRIL, 1798, 


\ 


AND PRINTED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 
BY THEIR OBEDIENT 


AND OBLIGED SERVANT, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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| ISAIAH, CHAP. LV. VER. 13. 


INSTEAD OF THE THORN SHALL COME UP THE VIR-TREE, AND 


INSTEAD OF THE BRIER SHALL COME UP THE MYRTLE« 


TREE: AND IT SHALL BE To THE LORD FOR A NAME; 
FOR AN EVERLASTING SIGN THAT SHALL NOT BE CUT 
OFF, : | 


Taz happy age of Chriſtianity, predicted in the infancy 
of the world, and ſpoken of in the moſt animated language 
by a ſucceſſion of Prophets, is deſcribed in this fi gurative 
paſſage of Scripture. It directs our contemplation to a period, 
when the principles of the Chriſtian religion ſhall have their 
proper influence on the conduct, and when will be experienced 


| diſpenſation — . Then ſhall the wolf dwell with the lamb, 

„ and the leopard lie down with the kid: then ſhall the calf, 
WM and the young lion, and the * lie down together, 
N „ 


all the ſpiritual bleſſings promiſed under the old and new 


* 


&« and a little child ſhall lead them : then ſhall the cow and 
& the bear feed; the lion ſhall eat ſtraw with the ox, and 
„and their young ones ſhall lie down together: then ſhall 
te the ſucking child play on the hole of the aſp, and the 
% weaned child ſhall put his hand on the cockatrice den.” 
And inſtead of the thorn ſhall come up the fir- tree, and 
c /inſtead of the brier ſhall come up the myrtle- tree: and it 
4 ſhall be unto the Lord for a name, for an everlaſting fi ign, 
« that ſhall not be cut off.” 

Wherever the influence of the Chriſtian religion is referred 
to in Scripture, a remarkable change is repreſented : it is 
compared to a new birth — from which ariſe new qualities, 
new apprehenſions, and different inclinations from thoſe poſ- 
ſeſſed under the dominion of ſin — . If any man be in Chriſt 
<« (ſays the Apoſtle), he is a new creature: old things are 
« paſſed way, and all things become new. In Chriſt Jeſus, 
« neither circumciſion nor uncircumciſion availeth any thing, 
«© but a new creature; the thorn will be changed into the 
fir- tree, the brief into the myrtle. 


Nor is it an extraordinary eircumſtance, when the nature 
and de lefign of the Chriſtian religion are conſidered, that the 
chan ge 


change ſhould be repreſented in language ſo pointed and 
forcible. Before the coming of Chriſt, the heathen world was 
exceedingly corrupt, and ſunk into the groſſeſt idolatry and ſu- 
perſtition: and even the diſpenſation, given to the Jews, re- 
quired the performance of numerous rites and ceremonies, under 
the penalty of a ſevere and temporal puniſhment. But as our 
Saviour came to eſtabliſh. a ſpiritual / kingdom, his doctrines 
had that direct tendency, and call for every ſentiment of gra- 
titude. Moſt of them are plain and fimple; ſome of them 
ſublime and myſterious, ſuch as might be expected from a 
rſon, who came from God; and all of them animating and 
onſolatory, conſiſtent with the rational faculties of human 
nature, and upon which may be raiſed every moral and divine 
. virtue. They tend to clear and confirm the grand truths of 
natural religion — they contain new arguments and engage - 
ments to holineſs of life — and they are calculated to ſuppreſs 
and eraſe thoſe impious principles, which unhappily prevail 
in the world, and are dangerous obſtacles to piety and virtue. 
Whoever candidly conſiders the doctrinec, which are rightly 
called the peculiar articles of the Chriſtian: faith, will obſerve 
'- __ their direct tendency to produce ſuch effects. If the hiiowledge 
of God's infinite love for mankind in * his :own. Son 
B 2 to 


TW) 
to obtamn their redemption-— if the knowledge of that Son 
offering up himſelf a ſacrifice for ſin, and thereby ſealing a 
covenant of pardon and reconciliation with all true believers ; 
his being afterwards raiſed from the dead, and carried into 
heaven, where he fits at the right hand of his Father — if the 
afeftance of the Holy Spirit, promiſed to his fincere followers 
to overcome their ſpiritual enemies, and preſerve their in- 
tegrity, in oppoſition. to every temptation — and if an aſſurance 
of Chriſt's coming again in the end of the world to bring 
every fecret thing into judgment, whether it be good or evil— 
I ſay, if dofrines, which no other religion ever unfolded, do 
not promote holineſs. of life, aud thereby fulfil the end it. is 
predicted to accompliſh, we muſt not look for this deſirable 
effe&, from: the adoption of any other — Es known 
among the Ons of the world. | 


Of 22 fame tendency are the precepts of its divine Author. 
To be fubjects of his kingdom was to have a better righteouſ- 
neſs than the ſcribes and phariſees ; the whole courſe of the 
moral conduct muſt exceed their's. It is no longer, © an eye 
| <4 for an eye, or a tooth for a too „ Inſtead of ſuch rigorous. 
retaliation, a mild and gentle behaviour is preſcribed—a wil- - 
lingneſs to forgive, and a readineſs to part with a. portion of 


QUE 


4 309 


dur right for the ſake of tranquillity we are to be patient in 
ſuffering, and to overcome evil with good. 


one may be improved, or the other mortified. Although 
many ceremonies of the Moſaic law are aboliſhed, which held 
the conduct under an inſufferable bondage; yet, whatever re- 
ſtraint can deſtroy the prevalence of iniquity, and tend to real 
purity, is carefully preſerved, and ſtill exacted with the utmoſt 
ſeverity. Indeed, the duties of human life, in all its relations, 
towards God, our neighbour, and ourſelves, are placed in ſuch 


a point of view by our bleſſed Maſter, in his ſermon on the 


Mount, that after a candid inveſtigation, the moſt refined pre- 


cepts of Gentile philoſophy appear contemptible, limited in 


their deſign, and ineffe&ual in their operation. What was 
ſaid by his enemies, on a public occaſion, on this ſubject, 
may be ſurely ſaid by us, that never man ſpake like this 


man.“ 


4 ; 


And if we add to the 4 0 FT precepts of that exalted 5 


character, the life he led, another corroborating teſtimony will 


be obtained. He went about doing good, guided ſolely by 
the glory of God, and the happineſs of mankind — His whole 


conduct 


1 * 
— — D * 
—— — — — * 


Whatever out 
Lord inculcates, is either an injunction of ſome moral virtue, 
or a prohibition of ſome deſtructive vice; in what manner the 


KA 


conduct was full of innocence and ſimplicity; as free from 
guile, as from the ſuſpicion of vice; it was modeſt, humble, 
aud ſelf-denying; meek. under the greateſt injuries, patient 
under unparalleled ſufferings, and diſpoſed to forgive and to 
benefit his bittereſt enemy — His miracles, thoſe ſtupendous 
acts of divine power, which extorted many an unwilling ex- 
clamation that he was truly the Son of God, were wrought to 
eſtabliſh the growth of Chriſtianity ;. not mere frgns, ſuch as 
the carnal Jews required, but actions of the ' moſt diffuſive. 
beneficence, which, as they convinced the underſtanding, that 
the religion He taught was of divine authority, very powerfully 
recommended the adoption of its precepts, from the ſalutary 
ends it was calculated to produce. 


Thus was the preaching of the Goſpel in concord with the * 
prophecy in the text ; and although the Chriſtian religion i is not 
yet embraced with that ſeriouſneſs and purity it deſerves, much 
of its benign influence may nevertheleſs be traced in the world. 
The page of hiſtory relates a dreadful and degrading account 
of outrages againſt reaſon and decency, committed under the 
exiſtence of Pagan theology. Images, the work of men's. 
hands, had temples reared for their worſhip, and prieſts con- 
ſecrated to their ſervice— children were offered to idols, and 

A EL paſſed 


015) 


paſſed through the fire, as propitiatory ſacrifices—= the unfor- 
tunate captive, of whatever age, ſex, or condition, was trans- 
fered from one maſter to another, like a beaſt of burtheri— 
on the ſame funeral pile, which conſumed the aſhes of a 
huſband's corpſe, ſmoked the glowing remains of his mur- 
dered conſort —unnatural vices, if not ſanctioned, were pub- 
lickly tolerated and priſoners taken in war were not only 
barbarouſly treated, and unfeelingly lain, but | actually feaſted 
upon. 


To what other cauſe are we to attribute that change, which 
has taken place, where the found of the Goſpel has reached, 
equal indeed to the transformation of the thorn into the 
myrtle, but from the influence of Chriſtianity ? In the filent 
courſe of domeſtic life its operations are very evident : we 
may obſerve it upon parents in their families — upon men ſer- 
vants and maid ſervants — upon the orderly tradeſman — the 
quiet villager — the manufacturer at his loom and the huſ- 
bandman in his fields the governor, the magiſtrate, the judge, 
the citizen, and the ſubject, are ſecretly influenced to diſcharge 
properly their reſpective duties. 'Chriſtianity has alſo mitigated 
the conduct of war, and the treatment of captives — aboliſhed 
_ polygamy, and reſtrained. the licentiouſneſs of divorces — put 


/ 


all 


' Vide Palev. 


150 


an end to the expoſure of children, and tlie immolation of 
ſlaves. Chriſtianity has ſuppreſſed the combats of gladiators, 
, and the impurity of religious rites—if it has not baniſhed un- | 
natural vices, it has at leaſt the toleration of them—it has 
1 greatly meliorated the condition of the laborious part of man- 
I kind, by procuring for them a day of weekly reſt — and it 
" 3 bas produced many eſtabliſhments for poverty and fickneſs, 
| bor deſerted infancy, and decrepid old age. | 
| 


— 


1 proportion as the vital ſpirit of Chriſtianity is permitted 
'$ to operate, it benefits ſociety. Where it has never reached, or 
1 wherever it has been baniſhed, there occurs ſuch a lamentable 
| difference, as ſhould admoniſh every member of a Chriſtian 
Church, how dangerous it is to part with her ſacred. tenets. 
Glorying as we do in the name of Chriſt, we feel it our pride, 
and, bleſſed be God, we have hitherto had the ability to ſupport 
thoſe numerous eftabliſhments, which are monuments of Britiſh 
= | glory, and Britiſh munificence. Whilſt the enemies of our 
| WM nation, who have openly apoſtatized from the doctrines of the 
ij Goſpel, find thoſe ſprings dried up, which formerly ran in 
many channels, and refreſhed the fick and deſerted, the aged 
and infirm, we are able to relieve the motber ſorrowing under 
; ED on the Pang. of child. birth — to maintain hundreds of little out- 
bf | 4 caſts 


cn) 


caſts in a Foundling Hoſpital. —to raiſe an Gi for che 
female orphan, from the ſnares of a ſeductive world in con · 
junction with the munificence of a pious Prince, to educate 
and cloath the ſons and daughters of decayed Citizens == to open 
an houſe of reform for the children of infamy and vice to 
preſerve. the /unatic, incapable of ſelf-government, from an 
untimely death — to conſole and inſtruR the drooping penitent, 
when deſpiſed by ber ſex, and abandoned by our's and to 
tranquilize the laſt days of the veteran ſoldier and weather-beaten 
nariner, by affording them retirements from the warfare: and 
ſtorms of life, where they may be prepared for eternity, and 
attain, by the grace of God, the heavenly prize of their high 


Nor is the benign influence of the Chriſtiat religion tefs 
ſtriking in the impartial and human adoption and execution 


of the laws of our country. A terror as the Magiſtrate truſt 


always be to the evif doer, and painful as the infli&ion of pu- 
niſhment is on a fellow-creature ; yet, who can draw the com- 

pariſon between the preſent and former fate of legiffative 
ſcience, without feeling and acknowledging its ſaperiority over 
the boaſted juriſprudence of the ancients? "What is it but 
CRIT it which caufes juſtice to be fo impartrally and tenderly 
C „ ieee 


( 18 ) 


| adminiſtered —which protects, with the ſame vnxiou care, 


the perſon of the - pooreſt cottager, and the property of the 
richeſt ſubject and which reftrains, ſo admirably and ſo bene · 


 ficially for ſociety, thoſe ne laws of ee and con- 
ſcience caunot influence? 0 eln 10t withry to od ng 


(46 - £19 nis 2 tit IC Aq on HRT DT 875100 
A Wh 6 many Lubje@s of other nations, and, perhaps, 
whilſt too many of our on, are loſt in dreams of ſpeculative 
freedom by the labours of the legiſlators of our country, 
dy the profound and impartial diſcrimination of its. Judges, 
and by the talents and integrity of the Britin Bar — we 
poſſeſs unerring proofs of ſubſtantial and practical freedom; 
our perſons and liberties are completely protected, and our fame 
and poſſeſſions inviolably preſerved. Long may we have this 
theme of exultation ! May laws, ſo wiſely framed, ſo eſſential 
to tlie welfare of ſociety, ever derive luſtre fromm the purity of 
their adminiſtration ; and continue to breathe that N 
and equity, ſo conſiſtent Men the n of TIS: > 


774 . 


"Taking. Fe hg in . bet view the; a of: abs 
Chriſtian religion — what it has already effected, and what it 

has prevented its good tendency mult be clearly ſeen, and 
hey. RAY it has anſwered. ** Arie in the text, by 
n e eee 3 | od De 


6 90 


changing «« the thorn into the fir- tree, ak the brier into the 
4, myrtle.” But much as it has done," more is to be expeRted; 
when the Chriſtian religion is profeſſed i in its genuine purity : 
When' that period is arrived, it will be found the glorious 
name, the monument, or memorial of the goodneſs of God; as 
mentioned in the concluſion of the text. And what greater 
memorial can there be of divine goodneſs, than the calling 
of us Gentiles, through his bleſſed Son, to the knowledge of 
himſelf, and to the rewards of another life? He who looks 
upon. his former condition, reduced by ſin, the child of Adam 
and tranſgreſſion ; and afterwards beholds it raiſed to a ſtate 
of grace, and reſtored to every loſt” privilege, through the 
merits of Chriſt, muſt contemplate himſelf as a wonderful 
object of his Maker's regard. Creation and preſervation are 
doubtleſs great bleſſings; but what would they have been 
without the laſt and adorable act of redemption # We are now 
ereated and preſerved to fill the functions of life, that look - 
ing for the bleſſed hope and glorious appearance of the great 
% God and Saviour, we may live righ n _— and 
4 W ee * 5 evil e { 76, 2600 eee i eg 


o 


* 


n d g svizen oO u bling 
ee wk beholds. Chriſtianity! in this: point of view, and 
ſtrives: to fill: properly the exalted character he bears, will be 


echte | C2 8 known 


60 


known by him, after whom he is called. His Cöriſtian name 
will be an everlaſting fign, like the diſtinction placed on the door 
| Poſts of the Iſraelites, in the general maſſacre. of the Egyptian 
firſt-born, to preſerve them from evil, and to mark them from 
all who deſpiſe the riches of his grace ; and, in the day of judg- 
ment-— it will be that mark, by which the angels of God 
ſhall know them, and is the right hand of their: 
3 


— 


Nye n een has Aeceribed what a happy change 


will be wrought, when Chriſtianity is ſincerely embraced and 
praftifed, let us become Chriſtians in deed and in truth; and, 
as far as in us Heth, promote what we daily pray for, the 

 caming of Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom. If, under the prefent 
| eireumſtances, when there is, as it has been foretold, a fad 

falling away from the Goſpel, we are, in a great degree able 
| to reſtrain the vices of individuals, and to give that energy 
what harmony, what ſecurity, what brotherly love would 
prevail, were more of its vital ſpirit felt among us, were it 
practiſed in its native purity, in glory to God, and good- wil £2 
rewards mankind Then, indeed, the gloomy aſpect of affairs 
will de. ſpeedily ehanged; and that tyrannical ambition, which 


now 


219 
now ſeeks for gratification, in defiance of the tears of the 
orphan, and the cries of the widow, will be gradually tem- 


pered, and finally allayed—** the wolf and the lamb, the lion 


* and the kid, will lie down together,” and a little child, ſhall 
lead them.“ 


And its conſequences will be as ſalutary to ourſelves, We 
ſhall be enabled to preſerve our reſpective duties with proper 
dignity. Conſoled and ſupported under every painful viciſſitude, 
we ſhall have imparted, even Bere, a peace, which the world 
cannot confer, nor deſtroy — ©* For neither death, nor life, 
% nor things preſent, nor things to come, ſhall ſeparate us. 
from the love of God, which. is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.“ 
And hereafter, when we have exchanged the cares. and troubles. 
of the preſent ſtate, for the repoſe and joys of the next, we 
ſhall perceive the ſtrict analogy, between the happineſs. f 
mankind, through the Goſpel, and the revelation of it in the 
text“ Inſtead of the thorn ſhall come up the fir-tree, and 
« inſtead of the brier ſhall come up the myrtle-tree :: and it 
« ſhall be unto the Lord for a name, for an everlaſting ſign 
as that ſhall not be cut ol” 
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